NOTICES

Sunday 10" December

9.45 Calstone: Morning Worship
11.15 Cherhill: Holy Communion
6.00pm Heddington: Nine Lessons and Carols

Monday 11" December | 10.00 Heddington Coffee Morning
Tuesday 12" December | 9.15 Little Fishes

Wednesday 13"
December

1.30pm Home Study Group

Thursday 14™ December | 7.00pm Compton Bassett: Christmas Bingo Evening
Benson Village Hall

3.00pm Calstone: Nine Lessons and Carols
6.30pm Cherhill: Carols

4.30pm Compton Bassett: Crib and Carols
11.15 Heddington: Holy Communion

Sunday 17" December
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O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power
Next week:

and come among us,
and with great might succour us;
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness
we are grievously hindered
in running the race that is set before us,
your bountiful grace and mercy
may speedily help and deliver us;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honour and glory,
now and for ever.

3" Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 61.1-4
John 1.6-8, 19-28

Contact details
Administrator: Emma Marsh 07821 836233
oldburybenefice@gmail.com
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursdays, 9 am to 12 noon
Benefice Office: 8 Court Farm Stables, Heddington, SN11 OPN
Rector: Rev Matthew Earwicker, 01249 821329 mattearwicker@gmail.com
(Day off - Friday)

You will find contact details for the churchwardens in the Villages magazine.

If you need help with safeguarding issues, please contact the Safeguarding Officer on
07864 000906

Welcome

We hope you feel welcome at our church and find it a place where you can
meet with God. If you are unsure about anything, please ask the person who
gave you this sheet.

We love children and we understand they will make some noise; don’t worry
about it! However, if you feel your youngest ones would benefit from
playing quietly in a corner, do ask the people who welcomed you and they
can point you in a suitable direction. We may even have the odd book or toy
for them to play with.

A loop system may be provided in this church. Please ask or check by switching your hearing aid
to the “T” position.

Receiving the bread and wine

We have been asked by the Department of Health and the House of Bishops to discourage the
dipping of wafers into the chalice as it is considered to increase the risk to others’ health. If for
any reason you do not wish to drink from the chalice, could I therefore ask you to simply let it pass
you by. The Church of England has always taught that it is sufficient to receive just the bread. If
you have any questions about this, please speak to me after the service or during the week.

PLEASE TAKE THIS LEAFLET HOME WITH YOU
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New Testament Reading: Isaiah 40.1-11

Comfort, comfort my people,
says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and proclaim to her
that her hard service has been completed,
that her sin has been paid for,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
A voice of one calling:
‘In the wilderness prepare
the way for the LORD;
make straight in the desert
a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be raised up,
every mountain and hill made low;
the rough ground shall become level,
the rugged places a plain.
And the glory of the LORD will be revealed,
and all people will see it together.
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’
A voice says, ‘Cry out.’
And I said, ‘“What shall I cry?’
‘All people are like grass,

and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field.

The grass withers and the flowers fall,
because the breath of the LORD blows on them.
Surely the people are grass.
The grass withers and the flowers fall,
but the word of our God endures for ever.
You who bring good news to Zion,
go up on a high mountain.
You who bring good news to Jerusalem,
lift up your voice with a shout,
lift it up, do not be afraid;
say to the towns of Judah,
‘Here is your God!’
See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power,
and he rules with a mighty arm.
See, his reward is with him,
and his recompense accompanies him.

’

He tends his tlock like a shepherd:
he gathers the lambs in his arms
and carries them close to his heart;
he gently leads those that have young.

Gospel Reading: Mark 1.1-8

The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, as it is
written in Isaiah the prophet:

‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way’ —
‘a voice of one calling in the wilderness,
“Prepare the way for the Lord,

make straight paths for him.”
And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the
people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptised by
him in the River Jordan. John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather
belt round his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And this was his message:
‘After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am
not worthy to stoop down and untie. | baptise you with water, but he will baptise
you with the Holy Spirit.’

Heddington Coffee Morning
Come along for tea, coffee, cake, and a chat. All welcome
Mondays from 10.00-11.30 @ St. Andrews Church

Little Fishes runs most Tuesdays during term time from 9.15am at Compton
Bassett Village Hall.

Home Group at the Rectory
The next meeting will be at 1.30pm on Wednesday 13" December.




